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Fishing equipments – how to select and use them 
 

1 Fishing rods 

The important thing when choosing the rod to be used is to know its capacity normally described in pounds    

and that is directly related to the type and size of the fish to be fished and also be compatible with the type of 

reel or spinning reel that will be used. For spinning reels use rods with large rod guides and for reel use rods 

with smaller rod guides. 

AN IMPORTANT POINT AT THE TIME OF SELECTING YOUR ROD, SPINING REEL OR REEL IS TO HAVE A 

BALANCED EQUIPMENT, ie. to use equipments with similar capacity. The capacity of the spinning reel or reel 

should be similar to the capacity of the rod and similar to the capacity of the line to be used. 

The length of the rods should be evaluated according to the type of fishing to be practiced. For fishing on small 

boats, the length usually varies between 5´10” and 7´2”. For fishing at the sea shore or in a river bank are used 

rods that can have 16” in length or even more. But don’t forget to follow the rules of good balance between 

the rod, the reel or spinning reel and the line. 

Another important point about rods: never try to test the capacity of the rod by flexing the end of the rod with 

your hand. This can break the rod. For this test use the assembled rod by pulling through the line, as the rod 

resistance is distributed across all guides. The more guides the rod has, the better its performance and 

capacity. 

  

2 Reels and spining reels 

The most important thing about reels is to regulate them to avoid backlash where the line is all entangled in 

the spool of the reel. For this, it is necessary to regulate the reel so that there is a balance between the friction 

of the spool, the size of the weight (if any) and the bait used. For good adjustment, the tip is to lock the friction 

of the spool, raise the rod with the hook already baited and release the friction so that it allows the bait to 

move to the ground and that, at the moment the bait touches the ground the spool stops unwinding the line 

instantly. 

Another important tune up is the safety regulation so it doesn’t break the line when the fish is hooked, 

especially if it is large and exceeds the capacity of the line. And how do you do this? On the same axis of the 

reel handle there is a star (also called a star drag) that is used for this adjustment. Release the spool and turn 

the star in the tightening direction until you notice that the spool has caught. Then slowly loosen the star and 

pull the line until the line begins to unwind on the spool. Adjust so that you can bring the fish without having 

to leave the line too loose or too tight. 

Some equipment has also the waiting alarm, also called ratchet, which is used when you leave the rod fixed on 

the boat or even loose. After casting release the line (free reel) and trigger the alarm button. This is when the 

fish is hooked and the unrolling line of the reel is triggered causing a noise. 

With spining reels adjustments are made differently from the reels. The safety adjustment (used so the line 

doesn’t break when catching a fish weighing more than the line capacity) is done by turning the drag 

adjustment button located on the top of the spool or in the bottom of the spinning reel. First tighten it until 

you noticed that the spool has caught. Then, pulling the line with your hand handle thr drag adjustement in 

the opposite direction of tightening until the spool begins to rotate. Adjust so that you can bring the fish 

without having to leave the line too loose or too tight. 
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The Click button on the other hand is triggered automatically when the safety setting is set correctly. It acts 

combined with safety tunning. The hold alarm will be heard when the spool is unwinding the line when pulled 

by the fish or by you.  

In long casts spinning reels use the highest spool (called a long cast) as this facilitates the unravelling of the 

line.  

Another important thing about spining reels: when catching a fish try to collect the line when it is less stressed, 

ie. Use the rod to bring the fish in and not the spinning reel as it was not designed for this. But avoid leaving 

the line too loose because you can let the fish escape. 

 

3 Snaps and leaders 

Leaders are made of steel wire and should be used whenever there is the possibility of catching a fish with 

teeth capable of cutting the line. The capacity of the cable to be used must be observed to be compatible with 

the line and the swivel conector. It is not recommended to use a steel cable with a smaller capacity than the 

line. 

When fishing with artificial casting bait, steel leaders are not recommended as they may interfere with the 

action of the bait. In this case the best thing to do is to use a lighter and more flexible leader. 

 

4 Hooks and weights 

There are a huge variaty of hooks. It is recommended to choose the hook according to the style of fishing and 

bait to be used. 

When fishing for pintados, chacaras and dourados, using live baits you should use 9/0, 10/0 hooks. For fishing 

larger non scaled fish like pirarara and piraiba, use hooks above 10/0. For pacu use 4/0 to 7/0 hooks.  

For weights it is necessary to take into account two aspects in the selection of the them: water conditions 

(current, standing water, deep water, mangrove trees) and compatibility with the rest of the equipment in 

order to have a balanced set (light weights for light equipment and heavy weights for heavy equipment). 

 

5 Lines and knots 

Fishing lines are essential for a good performance of the fishing set. When putting together a fishing set it is 

necessary to choose a compatible line in terms of resistance and the type of line suitable for that specific fish. 

It is also recommended to check that the line has no faults or small dents that could compromise the 

resistance of the line. Always check those before you start fishing. Old lines exposed to the sun can dry and 

lose resistance. 

For fishing with artificial casting baits as in the tucunare, traira, black bass fishing braided multi-filament lines 

are recommended. Because they are not elastic and facilitate the hooking, they also minimize the chance of 

the fish comes back to the mangrove trees or structures.  

For fishing with natural baits are recommended mono-filament nylon lines. They are elastic and give more 

flexibility and increase the resistance of the set when catching the fish. 

Knots are usually the main cause of a cutted line. There are a huge amount of knots that we can use to tie lines 

and each situation requires a specific knot that is the most appropriate. The important thing is to use a knot 

that does not compromise the lines and that meets the needs when using the equipment in such a way that it 

does not come loose or starts slipping. If you don’t know which knot to use your fishing guide will help you. He 

will know how to guide you and help you. 
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6 Artificial baits 

There are a large number of models of artificial baits but basically they come in three categories: Surface baits, 

half water and depth baits. 

                Surface: They are very low density baits, which attract the fish by their movement in the water causing noises                     
or imitating prey. 
Half water: They are baits that by their shape, with small barbs and average density, when jigged they act in 
shallower depths. But they can also be used at different depths depending on the speed at which it is 
collected. They also imitate prey attracting the fish. 
Depth: They are baits that by their shape, usually with big barbs or very high density, act in the bottom. 

  

In all the three categories above you will find baits that have a propeller-type swivel system that attracts fish, 

some that produce a very characteristic noise and that also attracts fish and others that have anti-twisting 

system that allows to use the artificial bait in places with dense vegetation without being caught. In this last 

group you will have frogs and jigs. 

 

7 Natural baits 

When using live baits or fruits it is recommended to use the baits of the region as they are the ones that fish 

have a habit of eating. Live baits that are universal and that generally give good result are worms, minhocuçus, 

larvae, crabs, tuviras, etc. 

 

8 Tackle box – what to pack for complementary gear  

It is recommended to have in your fishing box tackle some equipment that may be useful. Gauze, scissors, 

flashlight, knife, pliers, flat head and philips screwdrivers, sunglasses, sunscreen, bug repellent, matches or 

lighter and bottle opener. Also do not forget to bring spare hooks, weights, lines of various sizes, steel cables 

(3 gauges), snaps, swivels, fishing rod ends, etc. 

 

9 Final recommendations 

                a-     Assemble your sets carefully and do not hesitate to redo if something is not 100%. Constantly review your 
material when you are fishing, especially after catching a fish. Check the status of rods, lines, knots, 
swivels, etc. If unsure don’t be lazy. Cut, tie and redo. 

b-    Whenever in doubt about the condition of the fishing line, replace it with a new one. You will only find 

that the line was not good when you lose a fish. 

c-    When catching a fish with force greater than the capacity of the line, it is normal for the fish to take line    

and that is when having a balanced set makes the difference, by having the adjustments done correctly. 

Always keep the rod in the position where it is flexed to cushion the "fish’s strong pull". 

d-    Never give up. Be persistent and the reward will come in the form of a beautiful fish. 

e-   And last but not least, talk, ask and plan your fishing with your fishing guide. He certainly has more      

experience than you and can be of great help. 


